SOCHUM - Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee

1. Introduction of the Committee

The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee, often referred to as SOCHUM, is one of the six main
committees of the United Nations General Assembly. SOCHUM focuses on addressing a wide range of
social, humanitarian, and cultural issues with the goal of promoting and protecting human rights. It
provides a platform for member states to discuss and formulate resolutions on topics related to global
social and cultural challenges.

2. Powers and Mandate of the Committee

SOCHUM has several powers and mandates:

Policy Formulation: The committee is responsible for drafting resolutions that address issues related to
human rights, social development, and cultural matters. Delegates are expected to propose solutions,
negotiate, and draft resolutions during committee sessions.

Recommendations: SOCHUM can make recommendations to the United Nations General Assembly and
other relevant bodies on social, humanitarian, and cultural issues.

Review of Implementation: The committee reviews the implementation of international agreements,
conventions, and treaties in the field of human rights and social development.

Research and Analysis: Delegates must conduct in-depth research on the assigned topics, analyze their
impact on society, and provide practical solutions.

Advocacy for Human Rights: SOCHUM advocates for the protection and promotion of human rights
worldwide, with a particular focus on marginalized and vulnerable populations.




Cooperation with NGOs: The committee often collaborates with non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and civil society to gather information and develop effective strategies for addressing social,
humanitarian, and cultural issues.

3. Current Members of the Committee

As of my knowledge cutoff date in January 2022, the composition of the United Nations committees,
including SOCHUM, may have changed. The members of the committee typically represent a diverse
group of United Nations member states. These member states may include both permanent and non-
permanent members. For the most current information on the members of SOCHUM, you should refer
to the official United Nations website or your MUN conference's resources.

Topic: Reproductive Rights of Women

Background Information:

Reproductive rights are a crucial aspect of human rights, particularly for women. These rights
encompass a range of issues related to women's ability to make informed decisions about their
reproductive health, access to healthcare, contraception, safe abortion, and maternal care. The topic of
reproductive rights is multifaceted and intersects with various social, cultural, and economic factors. The
pursuit of gender equality and women's empowerment is closely linked to the realization of
reproductive rights.

Key Subtopics:

1. Access to Comprehensive Sexual Education: Ensuring access to comprehensive sexual education to
promote informed decision-making regarding sexual and reproductive health.

2. Contraception and Family Planning: Addressing issues related to the availability and affordability of
contraceptives and family planning services.

3. Maternal Healthcare: Promoting safe and accessible maternal healthcare services to reduce maternal
mortality rates.




4. Abortion and Legal Frameworks: Examining the legal status and access to safe abortion services and
addressing the consequences of restrictive abortion laws.

5. Gender-Based Violence and Reproductive Rights: Discussing the impact of gender-based violence on
women's reproductive rights and exploring ways to mitigate these effects.

Guide Objectives:

- Understand the current status of reproductive rights for women globally.

- Analyze the impact of socio-cultural factors, legislation, and economic disparities on women's
reproductive rights.

- Formulate comprehensive, actionable solutions to promote and protect reproductive rights.

- Explore the intersection of reproductive rights with broader human rights and gender equality.

Additional Resources:

Delegates are encouraged to research relevant international agreements and documents, such as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), to gain a deeper
understanding of the topic.

Committees and Research

Delegates should familiarize themselves with the rules and procedures of SOCHUM, including the format
for drafting and presenting resolutions. Research and preparation are key to effectively participating in
the committee sessions. Engage in research, collaborate with other delegates, and actively participate in
debates to craft well-informed and effective resolutions that address the pressing issue of reproductive
rights of women.




